The development of neurons in the cat perigeniculate nucleus and reticular nucleus of the thalamus.
The postnatal development of soma size and cytochrome oxidase activity was examined in the perigeniculate nucleus (PGN) and reticular nucleus of the thalamus (RNT). Neurons in the PGN and RNT exhibited a rapid increase in soma size between 2 and 4 weeks of age. During this period of cell growth there is an increase in the intensity of cytochrome oxidase staining within the cell body. Cells in both the PGN and RNT decrease in size after 4 weeks of age, and become very fusiform in shape. During this postnatal period, there is also a shift in cytochrome oxidase staining from the cell body to the dendrites.